
May 14th Awards 
 
The May Technical Meeting will include our 
annual awards ceremony. We will be honoring 
three of our members for all the hard work 
they do for AWS and what they do to promote 
welding. This year’s honorees are: 

• SECTION AWARDS • 
to be presented by 

Awards Chairman Michael Karagoulis  

RUSS WEBSTER 
Section Distinguished Service 

 
CHRISTIAN MEGNA, Section Appreciation 

 
JEFFREY PODHOREZ, Section Appreciation
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AWS Technical Nights are open to everyone! 
We encourage that members bring students 
and non-members to learn more about our 
organization and industry.

AWS-Detroit Patron’s Night & Annual Awards 
Thursday, May 14, 2026 • 5:30 to 8pm 

 

presents 
Don Maatz from Milco Manufacturing 

“Projection Welding of Forged / Coined Fasteners”

CLICK LINK TO R.S.V.P.:  https://www.eventsquid.com/event/31958

1400 Oakman Blvd 
Detroit, MI 48238

Please join us for the May Technical Meeting, hosted by 
Focus:HOPE, featuring a projection welding presentation from 
Don Maatz from Milco Manufacturing, Patrons Awards, Old 
Timers Awards, and dinner. 

Don will present his thoughts on the 
“Projection Welding (PW) of Forged/Coined 
Fasteners.” The topics he will touch on include a bit of history 
as to how we got where we are today, a review of the most 
common type of projection designs one might encounter, and 
some ideas for weld schedule selection.

• DISTRICT AND NATIONAL AWS AWARDEES FROM OUR SECTION • 
There are currently several members with pending awards. Stay tuned for updates this fall! 

Thank you, and Congratulations to this year’s fine Honorees! 
Michael Karagoulis, Detroit Section Awards Chair

1400 Oakman Blvd, Detroit, MI 48238
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ARO Welding Technologies, Inc. 
Wesley Barr 

CenterLine (Windsor) Ltd. 
Changer & Dresser Corp. 

Don Decorte-DTS Technical Services 
Susan DeRosia 

Ferris State University Welding Engineering  
Technology Alumni 

Fronius 

FUSION Welding Solutions 
Steve Gucciardo 

Elizabeth Lekarczyk 
LeTourneau University Welding 

 Engineering Alumni 
Forrest Lissner 

Lube Power, Inc. 
Luvata 

Milco Manufacturing Company 

Ram Solutions, LLC 
RoMan Manufacturing 

The Ohio State University Welding  
Engineering Alumni 
United Technical Inc. 

Vector NDT 
WSI, Weld Systems Integrators, Inc. 

Welform Electrodes Inc. 
David Williamson

Patrons 2025-26
Thank you for your support! 

 
 

of the Patron’s Fund Donations are directed to 
scholarships for students who are pursuing careers 
in Welding Engineering and Welding Technology.

To become a Patron, contact Mike Poss, AWS Detroit Section-Patron’s Committee Chair, michael.g.poss@gm.com

http://www.awssection.com/detroit
mailto:michael.g.poss@gm.com
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For more than a century, the AWS Detroit Section has served 
as a cornerstone of the Metro Detroit welding community. In 
2025–2026, we continued that legacy with expanded 
scholarships, strengthened workforce partnerships, and renewed 
commitment to student and professional development. Our 
achievements this year reflect the dedication of our volunteers, 
partners, donors, and members who make our mission possible. 

 
SCHOLARSHIP & 
FOUNDATION IMPACT: 
$65,000 

Section Scholarships 
This academic year, the AWS Detroit 
Section awarded over $65,000 in 
scholarships to students residing in 

Michigan or enrolled in welding-related programs within 
Michigan and the Ontario counties of Essex, Chatham-Kent, 
and Sarnia-Lambton. 

Applicants submitted academic transcripts, personal 
statements, and supporting materials for review by the 
Scholarship Committee. A total of 31 students received 2025–
2026 scholarships, attending: 
      • Ferris State University 
      • Lansing Community College 
      • Oakland University 
      • Schoolcraft College 
      • Washtenaw Community College 
      • Wayne State University 

The application window for 2026–2027 closed on April 1, 
2026, with 147 sub missions — a new record, surpassing last 
year’s 126. Eligibility confirmation is pending data from AWS 
National. 

Over the past 50 years, the Section has awarded more than 
$1.3 million in scholarships, making it one of the most impactful 
scholarship programs in AWS. 

 
Foundation Contributions 
This year, the Section received two major donations: 
       • $10,000 from Blazok Foundation 
       • $15,000 from Bob Wilcox 
Both contributions will be forwarded to the AWS Foundation, 
matched, and added to existing endowed scholarships, including: 
      • The Robert P. and Mardell D. Wilcox Scholarship 
      • The Mardell D. Wilcox Scholarship 
      • The Blazok Foundation Scholarship 
District 11 Director Wes Doneth also announced the return of 
AWS Foundation funding for Welding Competition scholarships. 
Two $1,250 awards will be presented to participants in the 
upcoming Detroit Section High School Welding Contest 
(HSWC). 

 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT: $15,000 
Workforce Grant Program 
In 2025, the Section awarded $15,000 to IDA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
through our workforce development grant initiative. Over the 
past six years, this program has distributed $105,000 to support 
welding education and training across the region. 

Section Patrons 
Our Patrons program continues to be a vital source of scholarship 
support. This year: 
      • 24 Patrons contributed 
      • Donations totaled nearly $10,000 

 
EVENTS & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Ladies Night Scholarship Gala 
The 83rd annual Ladies Night Scholarship Gala was held at 
The Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation, drawing 
over 280 attendees. Hosted by First Vice Chairman George 
Meeker, the event remains one of the Section’s most cherished 
traditions. Proceeds directly support Section scholarships and 
educational programs. Thanks to the success of events like 
this, the Section now awards over $90,000 annually in 
scholarships and workforce grants. 

Annual Charity Golf Outing 
Held at The Lakes of Taylor, this year’s outing 
welcomed 80 golfers representing 17 company teams. 
After expenses, the event generated over $5,000 to 
support Section initiatives. 

Holiday Party 
Members and students gathered at One Eyed Jacks in Shelby 

Township for an evening of games, food, a 
50/50 raffle, and giveaways. Special 

thanks to the Wayne State University 
AWS Student Chapter, our sponsors, 
and event organizers Erin Lalinsky and 

Christian Megna. 
 

 
STUDENT & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 

$14,000 
High School Welding Contest (HSWC) 
The Section proudly hosted the 53rd Annual High School 
Welding Competition, featuring more than 50 high school 
seniors. Students completed timed welding projects in aluminum 
and carbon steel, following detailed weld prints and safety 
requirements, and took a fundamentals written exam. Winners 
received high-quality welding equipment and scholarship 
opportunities totaling $9,000. 

AWS Detroit Section: 
2025–2026 Year in Review

“Year in Review” continued on page 12

http://www.awssection.com/detroit
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As we continue through the spring months, the AWS Detroit Section remains active with strong 
participation and meaningful technical engagement across our membership. The momentum we’ve built 
early in 2026 continues to carry forward, and it is encouraging to see our community staying connected 
through both educational and networking opportunities. 

Looking ahead, we have an excellent Technical Meeting scheduled for May 14th, 5:30 PM–8:00 PM 
hosted by Focus: HOPE in Detroit (1400 Oakman Blvd, Detroit, MI 48238). This event will feature Don 
Maatz from Milco Manufacturing, who will present on projection welding of forged and coined fasteners. 
The presentation will include a review 
of projection design fundamentals, 

historical context of the process, and practical considerations 
for weld schedule selection. In addition to the technical 
session, the evening will include Patrons Awards, Old Timers 
Awards, and dinner, making this a well-rounded and valuable 
event for all attendees. Registration and event details can be 
found here: https://www.eventsquid.com/event/31958 

In addition, I will be attending FABTECH Mexico 2026, 
taking place May 12–14, 2026 at Centro Banamex, Mexico 
City, Mexico. Events like this continue to showcase the latest 
advancements in metal forming, fabricating, welding, and 
finishing technologies. I look forward to bringing back insights 
and perspectives that can benefit our section and ongoing 
technical discussions. 

Further into the year, please be sure to mark your calendars 
for one of our signature annual events, the AWS Detroit 
Section Golf Outing, taking place on Thursday, September 
24, 2026 at the Lakes of Taylor Golf Club. This 18-hole, four-
person scramble is always a great opportunity to connect 
with fellow members and industry peers in a relaxed setting. 
Additional details regarding registration and sponsorship 
opportunities will be shared in the coming months. For 
questions, contact Mike Remer (mremer@reautomated.com). 

Thank you for your continued involvement and support of 
the AWS Detroit Section. I look forward to seeing many of 
you at our upcoming events. 

Warm regards, 
Donnie Crist 
Chair, AWS Detroit Section

Chairman’s Message 
Donnie Crist

Hello AWS Members and Friends,

Our Mission 
is to advance the science, technology and application of welding 

and allied joining and cutting processes worldwide, including 
brazing, soldering and thermal spraying. AWS Detroit provides 

support for the industry in many ways, including: 

» Institutional Grants (endow ment based);  

» Scholarships through Application (endowment based); 

» Scholarships through aptitude (HSWC);   

» Vocational Support (case by case but budgeted each year), 
Institution (e.g. supply gas and materials), Local Contest (e.g. 
travel expense), International Contest (e.g. travel expense);  

» Student Memberships (evaluated each year);   

» Student Chapter (evaluated each year);  

» Technical and Educational Opportunities.

http://www.awssection.com/detroit
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1400+Oakman+Blvd,+Detroit,+MI+48238
https://www.eventsquid.com/event/31958
mailto:mremer@reautomated.com
http://www.milcomfg.com
http://www.luvata.com/welding
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The Square Groove welding symbol is 
one of the most used welding symbols 
on Blueprints. For a quick reference, see 
Figure 11. In my last article I discussed 
the definition and its intended use. From 

what I have seen from production 
drawings at different companies, this is 
the most incorrectly used welding 
symbol. Faulty welding symbols are 
communication issues that can have 
serious consequences from re-work to 
in-service failures. Most welders can 
catch this and fix it before it gets off the 
shop floor, but the point is to have to 
best communication at all stages. You 
never know how this could affect other 
departments and customers, with worst-
case scenarios resulting in safety 
concerns or loss of life and causing 
tremendous legal trouble.  

I have come across several reasons for 

the misuse of the Square Groove, 
although there are probably several more. 
I use the term “Designer” for anyone 
who makes Blueprints or drawings. My 
intent is not to blame them, but design 
is usually where this issue originates. 
1. Misunderstanding of what it is: 

Sometimes Designers aren’t familiar 
with the AWS A2.4. Most Designers 
refer to ASME Y14.100 for Blueprint 
standards which unfortunately only 
has one reference to welding symbols 
in section 4.20.62. I’ve seen the Square 
Groove used for Edge or Parallel joints 
in most cases. Specific Training may 
be best in this situation.  

2. Missed updates: Designers may not 
be aware that welding communication 
has evolved over the years. If this is 
the case, you might need older versions 
of the AWS A2.4 handy. Sometimes 
Blueprints may not get an update for 
years, but I recommend staying 
current. 

3. Gaps in process knowledge: 
Designers may not know that the 
Square Groove weld is best for specific 
processes or certain thickness of 

materials. They may not have a clear 
knowledge of production capabilities. 
If this is the case, a production 
demonstration may help. 

4. Design software capabilities: Most 
design software only has a limited 
range of welding symbols. Again, I’ve 
seen this most often used for Edge 
Welds. Sometimes Designers are doing 
their best with the tools they have. In 
most cases, adding “Edge Weld” in the 
tail of the welding symbol is the best 
solution. 

5. Design Requirements: Some times 
Designers may not have a clear 
understanding of customer 
requirements or final applications and 
apply the wrong weld joints in 
Blueprints. Specific training for welded 
joint design may help with this. 

6. I’ve seen the Square Groove symbol 
changed or altered to make something 
completely unique. I have no issue 
with unique welding symbols, but it 
would be best to have them properly 
documented and training offered for 
all who may be affected. In other cases, 
sometimes Design may not know that 
they are making a unique symbol. 

 
The best solution for all the possibilities 
above is to seek and stay current with 
latest standards, and to promote clear 
and concise communication. Easy to 
say, but difficult to do. 

 
 

1 AWS A2.4: Standard Symbols for Welding, Brazing, and 
Non-Destructive Examination (2020), Section 7.2.2, Pg. 
30. 

2 ASME Y14.100: Engineering Drawing Practices (2017), 
Section 4.20.6, Pg. 14

s

Beyond The Process 
The Square Groove Weld Part 2: Unintended Use 

JASON NICHOLSON is a Welding 
Engineer for General Dynamics Land 
Systems. He has worked in a variety of 
industries and has worked across the 
world from Massachusetts to Japan in 
a verity of roles and responsibilities. 
Nicholsonjason4955@gmail.com

Figure-1: Square Groove Welding Symbol

By Jason Nicholson 

http://www.awssection.com/detroit
mailto:sales@dengensha.com
mailto:nicholsonjason4955@gmail.com
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email: DetroitSMWC@awssections.org

http://www.awssection.com/detroit
mailto:DetroitSMWC@awssections.org


INSIDE THIS ISSUEAWSSECTION.COM/DETROIT
E-BULLETIN u MAY 202611

http://www.awssection.com/detroit


INSIDE THIS ISSUEAWSSECTION.COM/DETROIT
E-BULLETIN u MAY 202612

Welding Education Series 
Chaired by Erin Lalinsky, this year’s program at Schoolcraft College 
focused on Solid State Welding (SSW) and provided attendees with 
valuable professional development hours. 

CWI Roundtable 
Our annual CWI Roundtable continues to offer Certified Welding 
Inspectors a forum to discuss industry challenges, share insights, 
and strengthen professional networks. 

Vocational Support 
The Section is proud to support Mikala Sposito of Washtenaw 
Community College, the SkillsUSA National gold medal welder. To 
assist her preparation for WorldSkills 2026 in Shanghai, the Section contributed $5,000 toward her training and travel.

CHAIRMAN: Donnie Crist | TREASURER: Christian Megna / Andre Young | SECRETARY: Elizabeth Lakarczyk | FIRST VICE CHAIR: George Meeker 
SECOND VICE CHAIR: Steve Gucciardo | 1ST ASSISTANT TO THE CHAIR: Robert Watson | 2ND ASSISTANT TO THE CHAIR: Erin Lalinsky 

3RD ASSISTANT TO THE CHAIR:Kurt Van Donkelaar | EBULLETIN EDITOR: Daniel Sims | WEBMASTER: Christian Megna | ADVERTISING: Brian Pearch 
HOTLINE COORDINATOR: Brandon Fuson | TECH NIGHT MEETING RESERVATIONS:Steve Gucciardo

eBulletin Contributors 
(Emails linked where available.)

“Year in Review” continued from page 4

Section Bulletin 
The AWS Detroit Section published nine editions of the e-
Bulletin this year, each featuring event announcements, 
technical insights and contributions from industry professionals. 

Sheet Metal Welding Conference (SMWC) 
The Section’s flagship technical conference, SMWC, remains 
the premier event for welding and joining technologies in 
automotive, transportation, and light manufacturing. SMWC 
XX was held in October 2024, with the next conference scheduled 
for November 2026 at the Sheraton in Novi, Michigan. 

Service Awards 
This year, 23 AWS Detroit Section members were honored for 
milestone years of service. Awards were presented by Dr. Mark 
D. Gugel, Service Awards Coordinator. Their dedication continues 
to strengthen the Section and the broader welding community. 

• SILVER (25-Year): Matthew J. Rogers, Scott Strawn 
• LIFE (35-Year): Thomas R. Jones, Thomas J. Moran, 
Lawrence Banasky, Michael E. Fisher, Dr. Sudhakar Kolli, 
Salvatore J. Delisi, Donald K. Jackson, Warren Peterson 

• GOLD (50-Year): Gordon Ebsch, John D. McKenzie, Robert 
P. Wilcox, Clyde E. Slade, Charles S. Beach, Robert E. Shaw 

• GOLD+ (55-Year): Lewis Tann, Stanley J. Targosz 
• GOLD+ (60-Year): George F. Gauchey 
• GOLD+ (65-Year): R. A. Heinz, Martin Keasal, J. E. Black, 

Richard E. Haver 

Meritorious Awards 
This year, the Section honored several deserving members with 
awards at the Section, District, and National levels.  The awards 
were presented by Dr. Michael J. Karagoulis, Meritorious Awards 
Chair 

• BLAIR CARLSON: 2024–2025 Samuel Wylie Miller 
National Memorial Medal Award 

• BRUCE KELLY: 2024–2025 District Meritorious Award 
(Posthumous) 

• NICHOLAS BERCHERT: 2024–2025 Section Appreciation 
• STEVE GUCCIARDO: 2024–2025 Section Appreciation 
• GEORGE MEEKER: 2024–2025 Section Appreciation

COMMUNICATIONS & OUTREACH

LOOKING AHEAD 

As we look toward 2026–2027, the AWS Detroit Section remains committed to advancing 
welding education, supporting the next generation of professionals, and strengthening 
the welding community across Michigan and Ontario. This progress is only possible 
because of the passion and dedication of our members, volunteers, partners, and donors.

http://www.awssection.com/detroit
mailto:steve-g@live.com
mailto:christian.a.megna@gmail.com
mailto:bpearch@rivian.com
mailto:steve-g@live.com
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