
 
 

Southwest Virginia Section 
Newsletter Edition: # 14 

 

SCHEDULED MEETING 
Attention Date Changed 

 
WHEN: Monday December 6, 2004 

 
WHERE: Dynasty Chinese Buffet, Location Salem Virginia. 

 
DIRECTIONS: Take I81 to exit 137 make a left at red light, Dynasty 0.3 mile on left. 

 
TIME: 6:00pm to 9:00pm 

 
TOPIC: Nuclear Power Industry 

 
SPEAKER: Neal Chapman is the Corporate Welding Engineer for Entergy Nuclear Northeast 
with responsibilities for the welding program that controls five operating nuclear units. He 
currently serves as AWS District 6 Director and holds seats on the AWS certification Committee, 
the Ethics subcommittee, and chairs the certification subcommittee on welding engineers. In his 
28 year career in the power industry he has qualified over 300 procedures and well over 3000 
welders. 
 

AWS President Jim Greer will visit our section April of 2005. 

We will not have a January Meeting, any meeting cancellations due to inclement weather 
will be posted on our website.  

A total of 19 attended the meeting, District #4 Director Ted Alberts presented Ed Wyatt with Section 
Meritorious Award and Roger Snider with District Director Certificate Award. 

Steve Martin Business manager for the Plumbers and Steamfitters local 491(Roanoke Virginia) discussed 
the opportunities available to students after college or a high school welding program. With wages in the 
60,000 dollar per year range and working 8 months out of the year Mr. Martin had the student’s attention. 
Coupon samples were also available for the students review. 

 
Steve Martin receiving appreciation plaque from Chairman: Bill Rhodes 

 



 
Officers of the Southwest Virginia Section of the American Welding Society are listed below 
please feel free to contact them with any question or concerns. 
 
District 4 Director: Ted Alberts Telephone: (540)674-3600 Ext.4314  
E-Mail:  nralbet@nr.edu 

AWS Officers 2004-2005 
 

Chairman: Bill Rhodes Telephone: (540) 342-9911 E-Mail: bill.rhodes@airgas.com  
 
1st Vice Chairman:  Mike Lafon Telephone: (540) 921-4358 E-Mail:indivirg@i-plus.net   
                                                                   
2nd Vice Chairman: Wayne Johnson Telephone: (540) 674-7104 E-mail: 
wayne.johnson@volvo.com 
                                               
Treasurer: Chris Moore Telephone: (540) 389-0211 E- Mail:racks@hancockjoist.com  
 
Secretary& Webmaster: Roger Snider Telephone: (540)921-0293 E- Mail sniderrl@verizon.com 

 
Executive Committee 

 
Bill Rhodes -   Claude (Hawkeye) S. Holcomb -Robert Gilbert – Chris Moore – John Wright  
JJ Vagi - Ed Wyatt - Roger Snider- Mike Lafon - Wayne Johnson – Robert Fitch – Ted Alberts 

 
Working Committees Chairpersons 

 
Education Committee ............  Ted Alberts .................................... 540-674-3600 x4314 
Library Committee ................  Jack Eberhardt (Custodian) ...........  540-343-8097  
Located at American Bethel Corporation on 303 Washington Ave SW, Roanoke, VA, 2401. 
Property Committee ..............  Claude Holcomb (Custodian) ........  540-992-6129 
Technical Committee ............  J. J. Vagi ......................................... 434-239-6371  
Website Committee ...............  Roger Snider, Webmaster ..............  540-921-0293 
Program Committee: ……… Chris Overfelt………………….540- 857-5061 
Awards Committee:..............Ed Wyatt……………………….540-345-2777 
 
“Everyone owes part of their time to the business or industry in which they are engaged. No one 
has a moral right to withhold their support from an association that is striving to improve 
conditions within their sphere” Theodore Roosevelt 
 
If you have any information for the letter, suggestions, or complaints let us know what’s on your 
mind, we work for you. Better yet come to the next meeting and address the membership we need 
your input to make your section work for YOU!!! 
 
To view our section website go to www.aws.org/sections/swvirginia 
 
Thank you for your support…..hope to see everyone at the meeting on the 6th. 
 
Roger Snider 
Section Secretary and Webmaster 
Tuesday, November 16, 2004 
Sniderrl@verizon.net 
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